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On Feb. 9 in Buenos Aires, Domingo Laino, leader of Paraguay's outlawed Authentic Liberal
Radical Party, said party followers would abstain from voting in the Feb. 14 presidential elections.
In an interview with Prensa Latina, Laino said Paraguayans are "fed up with observing the same
deceit for 30 years" of mock elections. Gen. Alfredo Stroessner is always "elected," and will
claim an eighth term in office on Sunday. Even Washington, he said, which has supported the
Paraguayan dictatorship for over 30 years, currently acknowledges that Stroessner does not serve its
interests and is consequently promoting a non-violent transition to democratic civilian government.
Stroessner's rivals for the presidency are Luis Maria Vega of the Radical Liberal Party, and Carlos
Ferreira Ibarra of the Liberal Party. They are widely perceived as collaborators, rather than genuine
opponents. Nonetheless, the general's bid for yet another term did not receive rubber stamp
approval from his Colorado Party as in previous elections. At the Colorado convention in August,
party leaders calling themselves "militants" and strong Stroessner supporters, used police to block
the entry of Colorado "traditional" wing members from entering to vote for their own slate of
candidates. Members of the "traditional" wing have reportedly been removed from important
positions. Paraguay's opposition groups, including parties labeled illegal by the government,
have formed a coalition called the Coordinator for Free Elections (sometimes referred to as the
National Accord) which is calling for complete abstention in the Feb. 14 elections. Participating
in the coalition are Domingo Laino's party, the Colorado Popular Movement, Febrerista Party,
Christian Democrat Party, Revolutionary Party (the only party in the coalition recognized by the
government), independent labor groups, and the Democratic Popular Movement (an organization of
young professionals). The Catholic Church, which has adopted an increasingly radical critique of the
regime, has called on voters to cast blank ballots. Coalition leaders claim that abstention constitutes
a more effective means of expressing repudiation of the "meaningless" presidential elections.
In the midst of his campaign, Stroessner declared on Jan. 30: "My government will not cede a
milimeter in defending peace, democracy and human rights." On the following day and on Feb. 3,
opposition rallies were quashed by security forces using tear gas or clubs and bottles. Hundreds
were arrested, including Domingo Laino. At the Feb. 3 event in an interior village, Laino said, "We
will never participate as clowns in the electoral circus that will take place on Feb. 14." Laino was
subsequently jailed for three days, the tenth time he has been arrested since his return from exile
in April 1987. Government officials have labeled Coordinator participants as "subversive," insisting
that all citizens between the ages of 18 and 60 must vote to fulfill their patriotic duty. (Basic data
from several sources, including Prensa Latina, AFP)
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